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Lincoln Area Lifting Living Standards

By Ann Mariano
Washington Post Staff Writer

Work is under way on a sewer
system that will lift the Fairfax
County neighborhood of Lincoln-
Lewis-Vannoy out of the 19th cen-
tury. When the project is completed
this autumn, residents of the com-
munity’s 169 homes will have indoor
toilets for the first time.

The construction schedule calls
for sewer connections to begin in
August, according to James Mott, a
community leader who has spear-
headed efforts to bring public and
private services to the isolated area.
Completion of the system will come
after nearly seven years of admin-
istrative and design delays.

Low-interest-rate home improve-
ment loans are available to the res-
idents to pay for sewer connections,

Mott said. Most of the more than
660 citizens have low incomes or are
receiving welfare benefits.

Lincoln-Lewis-Vannoy is the ab-
breviation for a cluster of five com-
munities—Lincoln Park, Lewis Park,
Vannoy Park, Vannoy Acres and
Blevinstown—which were designated
a congervation area in 1976 to make
them eligible for federal and county
rehabilitation aid. The money comes
from federal community-develop-
ment block grants and from the
county-run home improvement loan
program using funds from the block
grants and private banks.

The residents already “are begin-
ning to build, adding bedrooms and
remodeling homes” with the help of
these loans, Mott said. The money is
provided at interest rates that low-
and moderate-income families can

afford, and is supplemented with
technical assistance from the county
Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority.

“We walk a family through ren-
ovation, do plans and specifications.
They choose the contractor but we
can advise them, and we inspect
work and make sure it is done prop-
erly,” said Deirdre Coyne, a spokes-
person for the housing authority.
“We can help families with [sewer]
hookups, with bathrooms, and get
loans they need.”

In addition to its other problems,
Lincoln-Lewis-Vannoy has no public
bus service, and few residents can
afford cars to reach shopping facil-
ities and medical care, all five or
more miles away. Now residents are
operating their own transport van,
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James Mott, who has spearheaded drive for services in Lincoln neighborhocd, stands by debris less than half a mile from his home.
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using $9,000 they received last fall after Mott ap-
pealed to the county government for help.

Mott said he has tackled one more problem: il-
legal dumping of old automobile tires and junked
cars on private property in the community. The
first step is formation of a neighborhood-watch
program to identify people dumping the wreckage.

Local residents also soon will have a chance to
buy a neighborhood house purchased by the coun-
ty housing authority and rehabilitated by voca-
tional education students in the Fairfax public
schools. .

The abandoned, four-room, 480-square-foot
structure on Popes Head Road was gutted for a
complete renovation. Floors were replaced, two
rooms were added and the home was fitted with
indoor plumbing.

When the house is connected to the new sewer
system, the finishing touches will be added, in-
cluding floor finishes, cabinets, appliances and

light fixtures. The housing authority plans to put
the house up for sale in July, expecting that the
sewer service will be ready by fall, according to
Coyne.

Present and former Lincoln-Lewis-Vannoy res-
idents will be given preference to buy the house,
which the housing authority expects to price at
about $55,000, Coyne said. The buyers will be el-
igible for help from a county moderate-income,
direct-sales program that can provide a loan to
make up the difference between what the pur-
chasers can afford and the sale price.

If the family later sells the house back to the
housing authority, which has right of first refusal,
the owners are not required to repay the loan. If
they sell the home on the private market, they
must repay the loan plus interest, she said.

The vocational students, who are enrolled in
the county public schools’ construction training
program, will begin work next fall on a new house
in the community.
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