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Burger 1 of 3 Dissenters

il

Court Bans Recreation Bias

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The
Supreme Court, over the dissent
of Chief Justice Warren L.
Burger, prohibited Monday dis-
crimination against Negro appli-
canls for membership in com-
muiity recreational associations
such as neighborhoad swimming
pools,

The vote was § to 3 with

Burger and justices John M.
Harlan and Byron R. White in

opposition, |
The majority opinion by
Justice William 0. Douglas

came in a case involving a
recreation association in Fair.
fax Counly, Va., where Paul E,
Sullivan, a while home ownar,
sought’ to assign his share in

“ ;\
’ ]
L]

Little Hunting Park, Inc, to a
Negro renter, T. R. Freemon
Jr.

When the association, which
operales a  swimming pued,
tennis courts and other recrea-
tional facilitics in the Washing-
ton suburb, recfused fo
permit the fransfer, Sullivan
and  Freeman brought suit.
Sullivan charged that he had
been expelled from the associa-
tion because of his sponsorship
of Freeman, a governmient econ-
omist now in Pakistan,

Douglas ruled in their favar
on grounds that Little Hunting
Park is not a private club since
it issues memberships to any
nearby white residents,
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By so ruling, Douglas re-

versed a Fairfax County Cir-
cuit Court finding that Little
Huntling Park is a private club.
“We find nothing of the kind on
this record,” said the justice,
“There was no plan or purpose
of exclusiveness, It is open to
every white person wit};in the
geographical area, thert heing
no selective clement other than
race.”

Douglas compared the situa-
tion to racially restrictive real
estate covenants, which were
declared unenforceable in 1948
by the high court. But his
decision did not prohibit exclu

(See Recreation, Page A4)
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