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| T o Replace Privies in Centreville

Sewers for Southwest Fairfax Asked

By Gail Bensinger
Washington Post Staff Writer

A handful of residents of}
Southwest Fairfax County—!
most of them poor and many:
of them Negro—are seeking.
County-built sewers to replace
their pit privies in order to
improve their neighborhoods.

County officials, however,
are refusing because the cost of
even a temporary solutio nis
prohibitive for the number of
people who would be served by
the facilities.

Residents of Vannoy Acres,

Lewis Park, Lincoln Park and Fairfax

Vannoy Park, all in the Cen-
treville district, complained to
members of the Board of Su-

pervisors Tuesday night, as
they have periodically for the
last several years, that they
cannot get building permits
hecause they cannot erect new
privies except to replace ones
now in use,

Furthermore, they cannot
build septic tanks because the
soil in the area will not absorb
waste matter.

There are about 150 homes
in the area, said the Rev.
Rufus Adkins, director of com-
munity organization for the
Community Action
Program, and “some of those
people have been living there
40 or 50 years, all their lives.”

: q v heir said County Planner Lee Down-
 Many, he added, own 1 ‘ig, but wobuld last for only a
homes. | few vears and would serve only
Adkins, who has been organ-\ o ;0 "homes—no new ones.
izing the people there to de- Fyrthermore, this would cost
mand new services, said thcy}jnearly $1 million, hesitated.
plan to continue fighting. “If|The plan was abandoned as
they sell out, they sell out to itoo expensive.
large developers who can build | A fpll—fle_dgcd sewer system,
those things, and these people | Downie estimated, would need
lose out,” he explained. ranywhere .from seven to 15
In 1964 the County Health miles of pipes, several pump-
Department suggested that a.ing stations, fmd woqlc! cost
temporary “lagoon holding, "much more like $4 million or
system” be built. This would ;$5 million.”
establish a single holding pond| *It is one of those really bad
for the whole area. The con-situations,” Downie lamented.
tents would be treated chemi-|“We wish the lagoonl §ystqm
cally and sprayed on vacant had worked out.” Officials in
land. ithe County’s health and sani-

This is not only unhealthy, tation divisions concurred.
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