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Orleans. From New Orleans he proceeded home
through Alabama, Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas.
These travels were undertaken, not merely to gratify
his taste for the picturesque, but, in imitation of the
example of the wise Ulysses, to study the laws and
institutions, the manners and customs, of the different
regions which he visited and where he resided. In
the society of the numerous state and colonial
capitals where he sojourned, he abstained from all
giddy and licentious pleasures, though 1t was not
unfrequently the case that young men whom he met,
sought to make him ashamed of sobriety, and I regret
to say, many of the women of modesty.

While in Florida he was prostrated by a violent
attack of fever. He could scarcely have recovered,
such was its severity but for the kind and watchful
attention of a Virginian doctor, who had years before
migrated to the territory, and who attended him more as
a friend than a physician, and the singular fidelity of an
African freedman, a waiter 1 the town of Tallahassee,
who had been his travelling guide and servant for
some weeks before. This faithful black watched at his
bed-side, day and night, apparently without ever giving
way to sleep or fatigue, studying his every motion,
administering medicine at proper intervals, and fanning
his fevered brow. When he had sufficiently recovered
to leave his room, and was once more convalescent, he
enquired the cause of a sadness which he had all along
read in the countenance of his excellent attendant.
The black informed him, with a simple eloquence, which
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brought tears to his eyes, that he had long loved a
slave girl whom he wished to marry. Her master,
however, objected, not wishing his slaves to mntermarry
with freed persons. The black attributed his refusal to
another and a different cause, and trembled for the girl’s
virtue. He represented that the master was in debt,
and purposed selling his property, and removing west
of the Mississippi. In this contingency, William’s nurse
wished to accompany them, though he should leave
behind an aged and infirm mother, who relied entirely
upon his labour for support.

Deeply moved by this simple narrative, my brother
formed a resolution. On the following day he visited
the girl’s master, and, after a long interview, the
particulars of which never transpired, he succeeded
in not only procuring his consent to the union, but also
to his parting with the ownership of the beautiful slave.
By some arrangement, into which the freedman was
made a party, the girl passed to her lover, or in
other words, from the bonds of slavery to those of
conjugal life. When this affair was settled, and
the particulars communicated to the grateful black, he
was overwhelmed, and bewildered at his good fortune.
Soon he burst into a paroxysm of tears, and throwing
himself upon his knees, in extravagant terms
thanked his generous benefactor, commending him to
the favour of Heaven.

William Peyton remained long enough in Florida
to see the lovers married. The night before leaving
they came to him with the aged mother, their friends
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“and relatives, to make a last demonstration of their
gratitude, bringing fruits and flowers as an offering,
and singing songs of thanks and praise. When he
left, he was surrounded by a crowd of grateful
Africans, deeply moved with grief and frantic in
their gestures, and in their wild language of praise
and thanks. |

This affecting ineident of his travels, which was not:
mentioned on his return, many years later, came to
the knowledge of the author, through a communication
from a Floridian, who was in Virginia on a summer
tour.

On his return from these well employed travels,
he became the general object of esteem and attention
in his own county, not only on account of his noble
eharacter, but by the elegance of his manners, the
comeliness of his person, and the delights of his con-
versation. His reappearance at the bar was now
anxiously awaited by his friends, many of whom
supposed he would equal, if not surpass, our learned
father as a pleader and an advocate. His first
appearance . before a jury, gave the best hopes of
his abilities, and inspired his friends with fresh zeal
for his continuance at the bar. He soon became
conspicuous for the analytical powers of his mind,
for the accuracy of his legal knowledge, the dexterity
of his handling of an opponent and the fervour of his
eloquence. Business came in rapidly and his success,
had mnot his failing health prevented, must have
equalled any expectations formed of him by his



