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MARYLAND_-VRGINM NEWS
School Plan Explained
By Gray Board Member

Stanley fo See '
North Virginia
Leaders Today

Gov. Stanley of Virginia ‘,‘S;p

The first phase of the Gray Commission plan to pre\'ent‘-
enforced integration in Virginia public schools will be decided A

in a constitutional convention referendum January 9.

Inasmuch as Arlingion State Senator Charles R. Fenwick:
s & member of the Gray Commission, his answers to fre-
quently asked questions are printed below as indicative of the
State's official thinking on this =777 ™ : -
problem.

Dees the Gray Commission re-
port recommend, or suggest that
the YVirginia public scheel sys-
tema be abelished?

No. The Supreme Court de-
cision of May 17. 1954 resulted

Is there any provision or sug-
gestiom in the Gray Report that
public schools be abeolished in
any lecality?

No. No schools would be abol-
ishied except where integration is
forced on a community and local

in such an impact on the pub- sentimnent is so strong arainst
lic school sysiem of Virginia that integration that the citizens

refuse to appropriate fundas for
public educationn. There 15 no
power which can force such a
locality (o make appropriations.

‘The Gray Compussion hopes.
that, under the assignpuicnt plan,
this will not occur. However,
faced with resolutions from 352
soverning bodies that they were
opposed to integration and
formal notices from a number of
counties that are operatihig
schools on a month-to-month
basis, that they would close their
schools if integration s forced

its very existence in certain
areas was threatened. The Gray
Ccmmission recognizes the vary-
ing conditions throughout the
Commonweszlth by giving the
greatest amount of local option
to meet these condiilons. It
recogmizes the Supreme Court
decision by permitting school
fntegration in communities that
choose that course, but preventis
enforced integration.

The Virginia Constitution, Sec.
129. specifically requires the
General Assembly to establish

and maintain public free schools
throughout the State. The Gray
Report recommending the consti-
tutional convention limits the
action that can be taken by the
constitutional convention so that
such a convention could not even
consider repeal or amendment of
Sec. 129 of the State Constitu-
tion.

Do the recommendations of
the Gray Repori defy the Su-
preme Court decision of May 17,
19547

Nc¢ The commission, early in
its cdeliberations, stated that it
would Iormulate a plan within
the framevork of law, dJdesigned
to preven:. enforced integration
of the races in the public schools
of Virginia.

Is the assignment plan rec-
emmended by the commission in
conflict with the Supreme Court
decision?

No. Under the pian,
signment of pubi
on race. but zives the widest
discretion 10 the local school
board. based en: +a: avaiabil-
ity of facibiies ‘b hesith ¢
apiitude o1 the chid and d»
aadiability ¢f transportation.

Here s the saiemeni of
Judoe Parxer. spe for ire
three-iudge court uncer whose
Jurisgiction the Supreme Court
decree is to be administereé as
to “what the Supreme Court has
decided and what hkas not
decided 1n the case.”

“It has not deciced.” Judze
Parker =aid. “that the Feceral
courts are {0 taie over or regu-
1ate the pubilic schools of the
States. It has no! decided that
the States must mix persons of
different races in the schools. or
mus: requize them to attend
schonls, or rnust deprive them

the as-
is 13 not based

1
1

ef the rizht of choosing the
schoo!s they attend.

“What it has decided. and 3l
thar iz has decided. 3 T a

State mayr not deny o any poi-
O on 2ccount of race the rght
to artengd any schoco! thar
maintains.”

How does the assignment plan
eperate?

Schonis would open next Sep-
tsmber with puptis atisencing
substant:aliv the same schoois as
heretofore. Aftlsr such assIgn-
ment. any parent or suaréian
who abjects to the assignmen
of his child to a particular
schrool hiac the night v make
appiication within 15 dz o
reguest transfer
schon:. Such reguest must
tain the specific reasnns why the
chil should nat atirnd
schoo! assizned and the specific
reasens wWhy the chiid chouid be
assigmect to a Gifferent school
nemed n the application. If the
request ic denied. an unmed:ate
review ts avatlable in the courts

May a child be required to at-
tend an integrated school?

No. If a child is assizned to
an integrated xchicol and the
parent oblects to such an as-
signment. the chiid may be as-
signed to a sezregated school or.
if thic< is not done the parent
wil be giten an  educational
gran: for the chid Tms gives
the parent the fnal decision as

to whether the child -hould be
forced 't attend 2 ooneseRre-

gatert sehong
What assictance
soch a ¢hild”

The report recommends that
an educational grant be given to
the child’'s parents tn an amount
not to excred the total cnst of
operation per pupil I average
daily attendance in  public
achools for the locality making
ruch grant

Does the grant given by the
Kiate take moaney from any other
Tacality?

N, It is the same amount of
money that the State contributes
to that Incalits, haszed n prerace
daily attendances [t will not.
ther~fore. cosi any otnier «OM-
munity any additinnal money

Is 2 premium given (o a Incality
for maintaining a2 public schonl
system?

Yes Scholarship grants given
In cuch localitirs may be =0 fex
that no appreciable saving in
operation cost ncenrs [f there
shoulg be any additional cost o
the local schon! svstemn berarnse
of this, the locality would be
ent:itled o reimbursement by
the State of one-hal! the cost.
This would not apply where no
puhlic sehool svstem 18 0 aDera-
tiom

Haw wonid this plan fenclion

ts given flo

on them. the Commssion felt
that =ome provision should be
made for white and colored chil-
dren if this occurred. They,
ther ore, recommended that the
same amount of mony appro-
priated by the State to each ch:ld
in the community be made avatl-
able for scholarships to assist a
child of either race in obtaimng
an education in a non-sectarian
school.

Why are these granis limiled
to nonisecturian school?

The Supreme Court of Virgin:a,
m its cecision of November T,
1955, in the casze of Almond vs.
Day heid that such educational
g to sectarian schools
violates Sections 16, 38 and 67 of
{he Virginia Constitulion as well
as the rirst Amendment of the
Federal Constitution. Even il we

Tants

amended the Virginta Con-lutu-
tionn. tue Federal Constitulion

xould prohib! such payments

What is a sectarian school?

The Voamia Constitilinn in
several placesx -Soctions 16 58

and 67, proiubits the use of pud-
Lic funds, directiy or ndirectiy,
i, tO O tor any cirvich, or sooe-
tarian soci-ty, assactalion, or -
stitution of a x:ind wiatever,
which is entir or pariyv, di-
rectly or indirectiv. conirolied by
any church or secianan socets .

What is te prevent a sectarian
schoo! from sctting up a non-
sectarian board of directors and.
thereby, becoming elizible for
St{ate funds?

A sectanan school %

sl

s

[# 299504 -'20!»
become a non-seclal.an snool
merelsy by setlinie up a non-
sectarian board of disectors.

Is there any other reason whs
Section 141 of the Constitution
should be amended?

Yes. For 26 vears the Siate of
Virsinia has been ving «rant
in aid to the War Orphan Fu
Teacking Scholarsiip program.
Neuro Gradua?: Aid Fund and
the rehabiiitation prucram ¢

o

A ut

the phrsically znd
nancicapped.  More

PDETSCTIIS WeTe Ling Riani-
in ad in nen-n
On November T
the Supreme Crunt
ruled thal t z

Li.atl &
Seciton 141 of tnie Cons=t

shig msetuniors

1333,

as row writlen. It x therzince
necessary W amend Sectian 141 0

w e

s Virzinia can ¢ond
meT prnoTam

Why was il necessary to have |
+ a Constitutional convention?

Trers
{or am
Tor first methna regilies a Con-
stitutional referendum o i pro-
prsed amendmert prsred by Tho

G:fecentiz elec.er (EroTal As-
sembiies.  Thir =suid reguire

more than (8o yeaxrs

The seccrnd meihod presides
for a constituticnal conientlion.
when such a canvention s spe-
cifically authorized by the penple
themselves This mar he dons
in approximatelr six manths It
nas essential tmaf z plan [or
cperating the :choals br avail-
able before the next cinnl vear
Manv of the <«cihianl prards moake
up their budoerts 1 thr sprine
and in mant locall?

Itirs no fDinds

would br  a,oepiintod uniess
chey Rad oa pler o under woaen
rhey ccuitt oepelate The Grav

Commission. the,elors, vcem-
mended ro the Governar that he
call a specinl wssian af the G-
cra] Assembiy for the s¢ie pur-
pose of considering thin #al
o! a Conelitutional Cenvention
hmited to amending Sectisn 141
af the Conatitution.

r -~
UL

What is Section 141 of the
Constitation?
Thiz section proh:birs State

appropriations to schools
stituttons of learming nnt nvied
or enntrolled by the State There
is alreadv an excephian whiech
permits scholarships ta b used
in private tnstmitions, Under
this erxcepting, enunties, Cities
toxrn . and et mavy make
approprirtinns o privale nn-
we¢tazian schonls of manual, in-
cdustrial or technical tratning.
Unless this section s ametded,
localities would be restiicted fo
making contributions for use in
private industrial schaols only.

How is Section 14] of the Con-
stitution to be amended?

The act of the General Asvn-
v authorizinic the wafe arn 'hr
cailing of the constitulional con-
vention, Lmits the waendment
to Seetinn 41 of the Constitu-
tion 10 the extent that 1s neces-
sary Lo arcomplisl the folowineg

r -

gto confer today in Arlington with!,
‘Northern Virginia legisiators ln.;h
‘his tour of the State to drum up '@
-support for a constitutional con-
vention referendum on Janu-.l
ary 9, t
Although most of the lawmak--{
ers from this area were divided on'|
his plan at the recent session of ¥
the General Assembly to prevent ¢
forced integration in public.?
schools, Gov. Stanley has in-¢
vited all of them to the meet- ¢
ing 1in th2 Washington Golf and
Country Club to go over the !
main points of his entire legis- ¢
lative program at the regular ¢
_session of the Legislature com- -

MIDDIE COMMANDER—
Annapolis. — Midshipman
Wayne M. Wills, 24, of
Jackson, Miss., has been
named commander of the
3.,700-1nan brigade of mid-
shipmen at  the Nuaval
Academyv here for the win-
ter academie period.,

iveiy colitroiled by the Siite or

ingdon and Rcanokc—confcrrinlg
, . e with legislators from the S5th
"c;)\z!:\('lexm:xlxm:'iil)!lO:\-.‘odtmh:i:\[ :::g and 6th Congressional Di§trk_:w
power 16 either consider. adapt In the nearby 10th District,
Or propose any .(v!hr;' amci;r’mniu State Sendtor Chatles R. Fen-.
or revisions.” : wick of Arlington and John Don-.
) Y ovan of Fairfax, Delegates Har~
If the people vote in favor of rison Mann of Arlington and
holding a restricted Counstitu- retiring  Delegate J. Maynard
tional convention on January 8. Magruder. supported the Gray.
1956. what is the next step?  Commission plan at the recent
The regular session of the legislative session.
Genera! Assembly converune on  Voting against it were Dele-
January 11, 1956. will sclect the gates Kathryn Stone of Arling-;
tme and method of electing tiie ton. John Webb and Omer Hirst,
delegates to the lmited consti- of Fairfax and Armistead L.
tutional convention. On the Boothe—who will become a |
date selected. the people

dtutl e _ (4“ mencing January 11 ¢
stituti 0 rning addi- - {
ton to thas owned o c;cfiu * Gov Stanley spent yesterday |
; S : " in Southwest Virginia—in Ab-

{

any such county, ¢ty o- town.

wil} State Senator next year—from’'
elect representatives Lo the Con- Alexandria.

stitutional congpntion Their James M. Themson. who will .
acts ai the convention wiil be take My, Boothe's seat in the,
limited to the amendment of House next year, favors the Gray:
Section 141 of the Constitution Commission plan.

celored children

hese zrants vinlated

as provided in the original act.

What is Nection 129 eof the
Constitution?

This scction reads as follows:
*The General Assembly shal!
establish and maintain an eff-
2ent system of public free schools
throuchout the $:a

jlas Section 129 of the Con-
stitution been repealed”

No. and amendme:t ¢f S eiinn
141wl st requiire @ :
yre o maintzain an cfficient svs-
tem of public {ree schoois
throughut e Stat<, The cun-
suatuttanal convention would not
have the power to repesl or
mend Section 129 ¢f the Con-
s:ruion

e

W

Will an amendment in Nection
141, authorizing limited educa-
tional zrarts to be used in non-
sectarian private schools, aifect
Section 129 of the Constitution?

No. Tre amendment 1o Seac-
on 31 s mereiv a moasure 10
provide fund: for white and
in casec a com-
o appiopriate
should a chiléd

an intexzated
e wll of
dardianp

that the ¢ymme-

st self withent
the necescily of the Stale ex-
pending  remendous  sums G
»rtablisii a sohool syilem at tis

e

acal tevel witnch would increase
" the incoeme taxes some 23 o 39

per cent

Whyx is a schelar<hip plan
necessary

The Comm
e neome ol

T
preserve the educational oot

e ol ¢ur children as far
ssrnl nw o2 have
ted tha® ey wlll 0ot sond
: 1 e ntesrated
The Cemmi-sion oe-

trat no coud shhud be

dren who ®i! not
rat~g sc.o0l arte
SATGA IR

0N

*n

Locan do 5o

Will the State Board of Edu-
cation lose its authority to main-
tain school <tandzrd<?

No. T > Bu.aid of Edu-
calion Wil enniinue func-
Tions i the future just as it has
:n the past. Under present iax
private schinax mayv be accred-
ed by the State Beoard ! they
meel the preseribed standasGs

Will teachers in private non-
sectarian schools be within the
provisions of the Virginiz Nup-
plrmental Retirement Act?

Yes. The Commission sprcill-
cailyv recommends that the pro-
visians of the Aci pe proadened
o provide {ar the relliement of
feacners i privalrs
anwed after the eDecUune dale
of rhe enactinent of leoislation
reeammendent by tie Pepor?
Wiill

s
-

s

bl -

prisaie tmtion  grants
surh as contemplated by Ghe
Commission open pp “endless
npporiunities for fraud™”

No. Proper salexuards will be
idnpted. Illustvations of protec-
ton against fraud in rhis typr
of gran: may b found 1n Un-
rmployment Compensation and
the G Bill of Rights

Is the State vrepared to pas
additional  ennis  insolved  in
maintaining & dual wheol svs.
termn (public and prisate)y?

The recnnunerncdatint. of
Crray vepe Y o not contemplate
a dual svelom of public and pie-
vate schinnls Mareavrr, no State
approprniations ¥l be made 1¢
private schenls Tuition eoants
wili he made to parvents op
under the crcumstanees nut-
lined eisewhere herein,

What wonld be the additiona!
cont to the Nfate in asvoming
prt of taition coxis of stadents
already enroiled in Virginia pri-
vazte school?

None  Students alveadv en-
cotled In Virginia proate schoel:
wiil net be ellpihl for ruthon
srants Such a student entorine
the publie school system [or the
express purpese nf ohtaining an

tie

&

- referepdum  next

“nothing

In an area <ach as Northern purpose ahd no other pouwers
Virzinia® “To permit the Generel As-
In addition to preventing en- sembly and the governing bodies 102 0 bad faith and would nnt
fo red integration. it would pro- of the several counties, cities apg be Ahiible
vide an orgerly assignment of towns to appropriate [unds for Will ansone b respensible for
pupils with the leaxt tmpact on educational purposes which may cheeking on haw foition grants
the races. It would provide an be expended n furtherance of are expended?
opportunity for voluntary teprra- clemientary, seenndary, collegiate Tt will be the responsibility of
tonn of the raeer with integra- and graduste education of VIr- the local school board to make
ton possibie where members of ginix students in public and non- tuition payments and W see that,
both races desire §t. sectarian private schoois rnd in- sueh payments sre properly ex-

educanonal erant would be act-

AMeanwhile. In Richmond. At-
torney Genera! J. Lindsay Al-.
mond. jr.. declared a petition:
for an injunction to prevent the
month was;
led for propapanda purposes.”

Called ‘Vicions Attack’

Ar. Almond, 1n answer to the
mjunetion perinnn of Joseph A
Jnrdan. ir. a Norfo'k - colorel
attorney, said the petidtion was
less than a direci anuo

vicinus aliacy en the inhereny
richt of the people of Viain.a

t¢ amend their e 07 titen ||

The answer was £ed in Rich-
mond  Circuit Courr  vesterday
ahere Judze Harold F Cnead will
h!‘;ﬂ‘ arpuments f{o azainsi
sranting the inj tion Frday

Afr. Jorda:t's petition, filed De-
cember 6. contrndec the purpose
of 1he referendum was unenne:-
tutional “because 1t has the
avowed purpase of passing lexis-
fation desigred to maintain <es-
regated pubilc edication and W0
establishi a svitem of private
sck ool educatien | .

Use of Furds Involved

The niunclion seess (0 uIe-
vent the use of Si:ale monev to
pax the costs of the referendum
)il

his anseer,
said the purpose o

tablish a

PRERS 194

pubiic educazion or to o3

all rections of

Polio Shots Given
In Prince Gesraes

The secand round of polin vac-

cire shnals Legan vestrdav {ar
slementary  school  puplls  an
Prince Gearges County

Sehanl ¢ Toals card ther IR -

13 944
sheis
East year the <hars aere ginen

puntls  requested  secend

INS5!% The number fakince k.
seeand chet k3 oper cent les:

than the numhber that tonk rie
first shel ronmupared with a2 28
T COnT Qe CTente nat.onail
The shats will eanrinne each
Aav thic wreg thrinch B Adav

aended ust ac
sponeniiry of
trr <o rhat all
nronerit o exoer

e now the fe-

sehan! frrde gre

Apr®
Will pupils obiiwans edora-
tional zrants he subrecl (o ve-

siew and assitoment to publie
schaol rarh sear”

Yes In oougr see LD oan
Caniel e g Aaciethoe T
peiml o Wl S ot and

worid have toarond s
I Nection 141 1 not soted by

the prople. wnhat mav happrn?

3

T ST RN

There will e erifnoyed

v

Wl

2 There will b onov aud far
children af elthr- roee 0 Foard-
“hap Coseg

S o Virduua will o nnr b abl
oy catrt ont s fornaer progiam

foy the tra:ning of the pusswealiv
ctid mentally ondieappea, aid
for  teacher  scaoiaialups and
nuraiba sehola g simtbe o
that under rhe GE Bl v Raahts
and schanrrdnges for Novie oradds
Lale s,

LI LA 5 TN SR ST vl
Ciease O Stafe reoeme o baxe
sheauld e Stade aisen b Do
o g nle RABY coMicEigs
where pubiie sebiale Lave beoy

v theenddoned s ol Yol i
tearation  and g ale Srats

se b

F I owill deprive the parent
of the  fanal deciaon as  te
whether then ehuld mu t attene
an antegrated rehonl where thes
{eel that the rhid’ . educatinna
advancemen’ s beone o omnalreg
or refarded antd of the richt, 1y
e Inture dus o changihs
conditions an tiw sehiools-te
make & sumtiar dectaen Fatbur
to have an aducat’onal van
could resnit n the chiid’s betry
nreed to iemeain in &xn nte
aated csehool in arder o obtatr
an education

8. This mught result i
sne-third of the enunt: schoo
systems bring  discontinyed
which would resuit in such ehxo

Leari

.xnd confusion that its impae

woufd b felt on the schon
systemns 1in Novthern Virpunis.



