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2 Supervisars Tour Blighted Ared
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By Joseph D. Whitaker

Washington Post Stalf Writer

Jean JPullen pumps the
water for her weekly wash
from a shallow well in the
back yard and complains of
the pungent odor that es-
‘apes from the outdoor toi-

lets in her community on
windy days.

But like the other 1,000
people in the Lincoln-Lewis-
Vannoy neighborhood, Mrs.
bullen is required by Fair-
fax County regulations to
contend with things the way
they are; She cannot put in
a hathroom because there is
no scwer system in the area.

Yesterday, two members
of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors led a group
of newsmen on a tour
through the largely rural
and blighted neighborhood
{o underscore its need for
sewer and water facilities.

Martha V. Pennino, the
Centreville District supervi-
sor, was accompanied on the
tour hy Virginia E. Mec-
Enearney, who became
the community’s Supervisor
when the area was switched
from Centerville {o Spring-

field under district
boundaries,

The Lincoln-Lewis-Vannoy
community is five miles
southwest of Fairfax Cily,
where the closest major
sewer system is located, Of
246 homes in the commu-
nity, 168 have no running
water or indoor toilets.

A narrow, winding road
leads through the forest to
the secluded neighborhood
connected by dirt roads,

Most of the houses are
box-shaped clapboard struc-
tures with fading white
paint. Some have tin roofs,
Nearly all of the houses
have a well or water pump
in the back yard and an out-
house sitting at the edge of
the woods near the house.
Barefoot children play in
abandoned cars in the front
vards, DMosl residents are
white,

Richard K. Miller, direc-
tor of the Fairfax County
health department, said
county laws prevent private
liomeowners from installing
septic tanks in areas where
the soil does not absorb and
transport moisture,

The soil in the Vannoy

new

%
area, he said, is composed of

shallow orange clay over a
hed of rock and is not suita-
ble for a private sewage sys-
lem,

'The alternative, Mrs. Pen-
nino said, would be for the
county to install a public
water and sewer system
which she estimates would
cost $4.5 million.

“The county doesn't have
that kind of money,” Mrs.
Pennino said, “and these

people are too poor to pay i

their own way.”

As a solution, she hopes to f

grants which, when supple- ¥

mented by county money,
would  provide  enough
money to install sewers,

In  April, the Fairfax
County division of planning
issued the findings of
year-long study of the prob-
lems of the Lincoln-Lewis-
Vannoy communily, Public
hearings on the report will
he held before the County
Board of Supervisors on
Wednesday.

See COMMUNITY, B2, Col. 1
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2 Supervisors
Agree to Seek
Sewer Grants
COMMUNITY, From Bl

The repnrt' lists publie
water and sewer facilities as
one of the community's
most urgent needs. But the
report also points out that if
sewer lines are installed
they “would open up a large |
segment of western Fairfax |
County to premature inten-
sive development.”

Whatever action is de-
cided upon, the remedy is
vears away and the resi-
dents continue. to live in
rural poverty in the state's
most affluent suburb.

“Actually, it's a matter of
dizgnity,” said Mrs, Pennino.
“Can vou imagine how it
feels to get up in the middle
of the night to go out to an
cuthouse?”
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