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EDITOR rw NOTE is reprinted in its entirety from the original Federal
This chapter 1

A~ i .C., published in 1937. In the
e : de to Washington, D.C.,
<<:8nw. Hv no_Mmmmw“an& was substantially cut, and much of what was
1942 edition,
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breadth of the original.

‘total, the Negro’s subtler influences are by far

THE NEGRO
IN WASHINGTON

a

*

HE history of Washington so far sketched has been a chronicle
ﬂ.—.Jom events from the city’s distant beginnings to its indelible pres-
ent, concerning itself mainly with. the white population. But the
story would remain incomplete without a- discussion of the Negro
in Washington who, from the start, exerted a profound influence
upon the city’s destiny. Aside fronithe fact that at the present day
the Negro population constitutes more thian one-fourth of the city’s

greater than might
be apparent on the surface.

Chronologically this subject dends itself to treatment in three djs.
tinct periods.

L mﬁ@&& THE BEGINNINGS TO THE CIVIL WAR

Benjamin  Banneker, a Negro mathematician, was appointed by
George Washington to serve on Major L’Enfant’s commission for the
surveying and laying out of the city. Though this might be con-
sidered symbolic of the Negro’s later participation in Washington
life, the lot of Banneker’s fellows, even in our times, has hardly

been so auspicious. Viewing Washington in its early years Thomas
Moore found

Even lere beside the proud Potowmac’s stre
The ledley mass of pride and misery

Of whips and charters, manacles and rights
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites .

?os.m_. spoken by a pro-British son of Erin, his indictment is sub-
Mantiateq by other sources.

:f_w:i alone the shably contrast between the profession of
Qasoc—.:c

s .

ag' Y and the practice of slavery that struck the observer, nor
$1t ch ;

tefly the brutality of the working and living conditions of

491






£6¥ ' 7

ojur JI2UoOYds 9Y) padroy spuim AL1wnuod ‘uoySurysepy WOIF sapmy
OFI NOQIRY Playuio) Ju qug 2.2 suojferc| utnde) pavoq g
Padessa pue ‘oyqndey yousrgy meu oy jo £ 1qI oy Sunwaqerey
FEAM 30 o[tym uojFunysepy yo Surjroajed paxupar’ o jo “ﬁi'l‘lmxlpn
400} ‘diystopee) oadoN ea1y puw eaw[s Jepun seoasoN 22 ‘SFST up
P 30U pod oys s® Gy 03 Suryiou Jurewt yorym ‘aanydueo 19y Jog
Presar v Futsniaeaps usts v ywousq yavd [¥20[ @ ut doo[se spustay Joy
4q paiasodsip sem oys Juy) 1 swy puafory IOUS WINSTI 9y} o
S® [[2M sB uojduiyse,\| punote payioam ‘yuade punoagiapun 9saynesg
oq ‘opdoad ey yo sasojy eyy, ‘uwwiqny, PLLIRE Jey} o[quqoad st
I A0 oYy woay yuou Suipes) peox afuys oY) Sunuays L1ajeuron
¢ I8 PIMEIS S[IRI) Snowrey oYy Jo ouQ) saanSuy oy a0y poawvur
Aqreroads a1am gvy) sawoy umojaSiosr) Lva-9y3-y0-1n0 puw ‘s10a04y]
SE PIAIOS SJUDUIISEQ OSOUM SIYMNYD JAqUIIWIAL £BPOY SaAB[S-X0 ¢ U0y
-Surysep| ut seovd Surddoss quesodwt puy proajrey punoaSiapup
9YJ, 'sesnqu juviSey OSAY) JSUIBSE SPUBY UMO J1Y} OJUI SI0))BWI
Y003 sowm 38 ‘9A®[S pu® 9a1f Yjoq ‘uojurysepy jo ssoiTaN oy
"8I19Y2)8d 84%¥[s advos? 03 ovWOJOJ 9y} ojul dum( sourorey siy

30 9uo sBY ‘0IS3N ® AQq [2A0U ISIY OY) 922079 UL ‘umorg S[PA ety

-[TAL peeadsepia L[nyaureys sea ssoiSoyN 923 yo  Jures)s, oyj puv
“JUaUIOBUIAT 9Y} SBM IT YIIYM JO BIULSIIA PUB PUB[AIBJY JO S9POD o}
UBY) OI9A9S BIOUI UIAd SBA JOLIISI(T 9y} JO 3p0d NOB[q YL "0S8L FO
astwoadwo)) oyy mun paradsoxd epe.u‘e;wis o} pur ‘£10}1110) GARIS
ydey swM ‘saywig eAr[s om) wsemaq ur paSpem ‘Praysyq oyl 0¥

03 pesnyox ‘gstjoqe 03 demod oy pEY YoIys ‘ssarfuo) ‘srouteyjnog

pue siduieyuoN £q passaidxa sem apnjIfos d[iysm pPue yvaid 00}
313 UMOY[B)) Ol USW Aq PIPUBLIMIGD S3DI0F oY) Jng "BIqUIN[O) JO
PLYSIT 6 ul £1948[S JO U0II[oqe 3y} J0F suonryed 1eay 0} SISNOH
oM} 3y) Jo [Bsnjad ayy Aq paydwoid sea ssaafuo)) ur 9[na Fe3, oY}
surese pue yosads a1y 1oy JySy snowey swepy Loumg) uyop UBW
-SS313U0)) S¥ SUIAILS USYA U[OIULT WEYRIQY PUB ‘pIesag " WeI[IM
‘uosiipy Lruey ‘uostaaery pAop welipl ‘Touuwmg serey)) “TOUIN
SI[IBY)) ‘asBY) g uoweg ‘Apun- urwelusg Se ULW YINS PIPINIOAL
PLOSIT 9y} Ul wonrjoqe Joy 9[FFnns Ay, oery oy Juryoenv
- suonjero Luewr oy ur aunSy Jerrmey v owesaq ‘Jojrde)) peurnd Y3
Jo juoay 9sea oyy Juore Suissed ‘eno parqqoy yo esoap saoydMd
© oYI[ ‘SaAB[S PaovuURUI JO Aod ® Jo (Ausamyy ovysowo(y fo 2ngwi
404 ST Jo woardsnyuory o1y se peavifus puw ‘Aorro], £q papiosdd
131s ayy, ‘s;ydjopuey yya Luounrey ur esox sad0A Jo snioyd Y
"WOP33Iy WO Jresy| saprad YoIYM UOIBU STY) Jo Jusmuasod go jwes oud U
‘ST0doNauW 343 Ul ¥B YoyiEW 9avls v snowrezuj os 9vaid os asoy) suam ‘BOY
JO 1880D) 3y} 00 SIaAll 8} Supydadxs uaAd jJou—iy3aBa a9y} jo javd ou ul o

BT R

a6y

Jsndsip puv NONIS-100001 9 pnos adoansg Jo swspodsap 9y} Yopm v 31 uf

e 3 o
)I:m[) adn wAU sassid gy Sup Ao puw ‘Luaqrp Jo puup oy ST (8D Nox
Al

L prues
'\)l ll.)lllA\ Ul QALJI0AUL LI Ju) 0) l[([[()[)lm}[ uyo JOUMO QAU (S

.u}; padan 9580 pajuiqo[ siyy uodn guepusyiv .1;;.‘@ a1y 98y} opquqoad’
LAty st AT shead seoratos [edaf siq 9483 oym ‘A9Y[ 19008 SIOUBI
£q peproy suostad jo dnoid ® £q pefrvijep Fureq sesuadxa 9ty
quopeatf 101} J0F 1IN0D JNOIID O} UL JINS weFaq O 01 A} uf
so0ddoN poduupny oM} pardaodsip pue ‘urtrom painfut ay} pojrsIA
sproms poydwane a1y doye £ppaogs U0JTUIYSB A\ 0} dUIBD LALIO T, 9SS
UULIBIUBIIU ] *OPBI} 9AB[S [820] Ay} uodn UOnU)IB Pasnaoy sIyf,
'ﬁliik‘y‘-mf" mq “povq Joy Sunmlur pue sure yjoq Suiyeaiq ‘mopurm
om:n uw wouay Azueuay ut jdes| pey ‘pusgsny oy woaf jrede yInog pos
9(.1 0) Juoqe ‘uewiosn ouafoN Y ‘uiaAw} 9y} jo jsed o13eI) oy} pa[Baaal
T T30 09U Ul Pajonpuod AsI194003U00 Furnsar 9yJ, -uostad
il 9y} peounousp A[pnoy pus 9peILIq J8yong ArBwio)
SN0 9, U 1} PASNJAI ‘IUTpIeY) WeRI[[IA\ “Tepueisiq ® 91y uo sem
"MN Siw1)§ I PUB IUSSLIIYT, I8 UIdAR], SID[[IJY Uays ‘GI8T UT
'1.12({(?0}{ Podeaf-onul 9[[1 JO soquieys 9y} x(q pSSS’B(LII'lS pus
_POpeINs sBAL ‘1S9MT[INOS 911 0] IBIL B SIAB[S PUBSNOY} & UBY) AIOUIL
' Jutpues euesm Hg8T Aq oYM ‘UI{UBL PUB PEYUWIY JO JUSUIYSI[(BISO
snonjuserd oY) ‘BLIpUBXI[Y UT *A\S SI9NIS g PuB IYIIH 98 9SNO
MO[PBX, SWEI[[IA} PUB ‘ONULAY PUB[AIR]Y PUB T[JUIAIS 8 WISAR],
S40qoy ‘uojBursepy Ul {Um03a5I00L) UL UILAR], SSO[PUB)OJY 919
SHOLI0JOU 9IOFy  “auwnbg 91)94®IBT MOU ST Jeys U0 Sunjuoty ‘esnofy
1B OYY UL QUO pUv IBJ OBWOJ0J MOU SI Jeym ur suad alom
z-IBI{J, 'SOAR]S UT O1yea) 9aTjrIoN] pue Surssad azow ayy uodn Jres 0}
OUIABY S[BUIWILID J0F SUOT)RpOUTONNE ‘Jo osn apew a1ax s[iel arqud
3 ‘puewop geesS oyy I0j eyenboprur edem ‘So[uif Foy UBY} 0SI0A
St 94%[s-Xo ue £q paquwsop pue ¢ suad vrS100n),, se usouy A[pemb
7[00 ‘srel eaw[s oty QUIG 'SaAR[S I0J, BIULSIIA UISYLIOU pue puy|
“frepg Paquod oya ‘s1apray ejeysioqur Jo seseyoand oy a0y jodep su
PRATES Y1esyr Burawaa eaw[s 10y [[euIs 00} ‘erqumo)) Jo PLSI(T Y,
eI} 9AR[S O1)SAWOp B[} JO 19U PUE JrIS A12A A1) pa[ed A[IYSLL
S8 puw sopoo purpreso o) pue sdiys oAR[S 9STA)SBOD By} Y)0q IO0F
PONO [ranjeu ¢ sw POAIAS JOLIISI(T 91} ‘UOTJBIO[ SJT JO OSNBIAE oI

Csguwmron T

Pojonpuon SUIPBI) 9AR[S OAISUSIXD O} SBM JOLIISI(] O} 0} OUIBI-[[T

Bnoxq YA IsemInog pue ynog deep oY) Ul pur( pRY oY}
¥ go 19)39q A[[RI9UBT SeM SUMO0) 9S91[) TUIPUNOIINS SBATR [BINL A1)
ur BPunreg-yonay o) 1o ‘unSurgsepy 10 ‘unojppSiosr) ‘BLpuERA[Y
U fwes g pue ‘weundrod ‘y002 Y} [[1IS ‘[BIPL PI[[BI 3 0) PIAIISAP
‘{IPMI[ SUOIIpuUOd yYSnoyy ‘elqun[o)) Jo PLUSI O} UL SIAB[S




Sov

cmaddan ¢ . ¢ .

o yorsstn sty wodn Juaur S[pasgop ‘aajep awal w patkinym
N 007 "[0OVS S BUL{IW)I 10} ISNIXD af)
nq ‘wuraSsunad 03 PoB A N) \ 0 ! :
nq ® ([ J0 195 U PAUE JOIY WOUS O, “wopaaay su pasupand puy

. ; ) + ¢

‘sumu;m‘[“lmlv Guug sty 20130 SI0aK § FEST UL (0015 Bl 408 “aasui
- ;,Lt,l{)u\) Lo I RLOIEL VLIV PUN WIWOURA IO Sauo
-90(s K \ ‘
o wry *Ao[utioA S TULSO) OYIR VSO SU saouotd ons jo
w é M .
e.l;y:\q;ua\ Q) Q1AM [NJSSINNS AOTY *$0459N 10} [00Ts sy o) dn
‘ )s l)llU .l“l"“a] Q]lllA\\ A4 pa.llq JIlIM 10 ])lh‘.l jou l\ln().) 0‘[.\\ .\‘x}()‘lﬂﬂx
S o » . . .
['ma.x; Auesda SRIY) I[INQ U2 PUY SENOYIOOTS AN 04} )51y
) 401JU S[HOUS ‘18T UL "UOLIUDUPD 10} PLAY ¥ 0xFaN 0aaf o,

‘uotyeIaqt[ 10§ Jogsury Jurinq sao.lﬁag JDUpEaAL Af[rusn
o10M A9U) L1AINO]  "SIAB[S PauUMO SI0ATAN Y A[[BUOISEI()  'SUOL)
{PUOD JO JUAWIINAQ Y} PATAO} UOHIIT PARIIU0Y 10§ PIpunoy Suraq
-\;13!908 [RLY3UIG AM[OSAY A} “wo1)e1d0-00 SEAL Q1Y) UIFO dI0UL
g 3odBupLY-3AT[S 0IDAY T ‘}IILISAU0}Y QU0 JO PANTY M fluads
[[US SPAB[S-Xd PUT ‘SI0AT} [eU0sIdd JO SI9YRAS puBY-uL-3vY Sv sfes
-RUNI JO SIAYDIED SB ‘SIAULIOJUL SB FUIALIS s2013a) Jorsojdurexad oyeu
-NJIOJUN 31N BIAYJ, PIAIBI[EII s.\ﬂ\qq ayy Apuenbagg s1R0Iq
WHIBp IRy} JSuUiESE SUOTPULSIP BULLagep-F[as snorpraut dn 9es
SOWRWOS SONTAY  *(FH]T [1IUN PLUSI( A Ut Po1oBXd) SI8d A JO
Sutddodo o) SBa UBW AIYM T Suryjuys 10§ Kpeuad 9y Jui) JoRE 94}
3o oyds ut pado[eAdp SO IVBIF  TMILIND A3 Lpemonaed ‘smel 9}
PAIBIOIA 30 PAIOUBT S301TN AUBJY sIapnBIBW Suwepun(d Jo 710891
Ay} SBA JONITJ{ dAYUB)) P 9, Auediv] purid su Appuenboay st
pojardiaqur ‘wosnd 1Ry st se ‘siadedsmau oy, Audoie] £y3ed 03
UaALIp 31dM seoafey Auew ‘Ajueds POOYIRAI[ © 10F SdUEYD I

“yI0MesN0Y [eIdusS pur ‘FursInu ‘FIon KLapune|
‘Sunewssarp 0j pejyw| eJem  sanjrunjroddo oy} uSWOM pa‘.lo[oa
21y 10 ‘UdWARIP PUB ‘SIAALIP (BD ‘SIBHBUWRUIQED ‘srojurad ‘SI9I9
seld ‘SupusYar]q ‘SISLIM[EIYM ‘SUOSBUIAUOS ‘SIONBUIOYS ‘sxakv[
-youq ‘s1ajuadaed pajiys Aurur a1am axay ], -pred [[Pm Laneredwo?
a1 ‘A3 weyynos & jo Lypejidsoy Aed ay) Ul ‘puB SNOIAWNU I
SIYRA\  syoe|qooq pue sid)lod a1em sfeq Palojod 9l pur Furq
-18q jo L[odouowr & pey L3y} ‘s> ULoynos AurUl OS UL SB “ornsig
9} U SJUBINE)SAT pUT ‘SUOO[ES ‘SUIAAB) ‘S[3)0Y SB SOssauIsnq ons
Sutwuna pue Suruado ur ‘sejiya A[pusLIy JO SOUBATUUOD 3y} YInoIY}
‘papaaoons Lurur os op 0) me[ Aq UIPPIqIo} YSnoy], ‘paduBApE ‘UrEUl
311 UL ‘pu® PAsEAIOUL Se01FaN 901F JO SSB[O o} siy} (B Fo ids ul
*9AB[S
10 2313 ‘s3018a) [B 10J HPO[O,0 O JB SuBI Mayn) pouueq IS
stayoeard patojoo ‘yegr ut wuidarp ur uorjoadxansut saouwiny, 38N

vov

WV UIpPIqIof a1om sasodand snotdrax pue [eusoyeay wey) 19110
Luv 1oy SBUPI  a1[ dof A[[va1 gnq ‘porrad paxy ® a0F A[qisusjso
‘500J uostid d0f plos o1om Auvpy owry ouo v [rel £31 oy ur 991}
JO 063 019M 9101} {sfemuunt pajoadsns puw seorFoy ooy paanydeo
()M POPMOID QIIM spel oy, syiym jsurede L3189 pnoo 91y 10
oan[s ‘orBoN ON ‘waty Koxsap pue oztes prp Apuenbeay pue pnoo
guideupny uo juaq sdued ‘os uaAd {90y urBwLI 0} Jopio ur siaded

 QOISSIWNUBUL MOUS 0] AIBSS09U SBM 9] “IOTABYD(Q POOT JO sIojuw

-18nd NIYM 0AY 941098 03 pur (0‘1$ 10J puoq © jsod 0} (g) EK[gum;
S JO JOqUIdUI DRI I0F 0¢$ pue ‘Jreswry 10y g¢g snid ‘ wopsary jo
0uopIAd A10708ISTYBS,, J04vWl oY) 9ALF 0} () :pormbar sem oidoy
oo1f AIOAR[ *S9POD QAB[S 9} 0} [DUNO)) UOUWIUO)) LIS Y} Aq
POpPp® 010A $90430N 901 Furpegye suorye[ndar juadurns Aqreroadsyy

' "UIBIA(
Lo ordurexa osiom,, oy1 ‘pasadsoad Aot} a1our oY) puE ‘sa)e)g B[S
SurpunoLIms 9Y) Jo pur WLISKT ) JO S9AB[S o) 0}  ordwexa peq,,
quesdad Joao "0M 590, BoN 90.f 959U, 'SABMBUNI [NSSI0INS AI9M
oYM 9SOT[} Pu 9L} I0J 1T JYSN0Q PBY USWISULY 9SO IO ‘UIOPaaIf
UMO I} | wue PV Ol & 9SO} {POYPIWNUBUL 9SOY) ¢ SISYIOW 9AIf
30 20 ‘syuda. T 900 ) 3O 110( V50T ¢ SYURAIAS PAINJUSPUL JO SJURPUIISIP
SB YOMS  S9AB[> U9d(Q JIAU PBY SPUIPIIIIUR ASOUM OSOYJ, :SISSB[D
[E10A0S 3O 910M $90ITON 99IF OUJ, ‘SP0IFON 001f I0J USABY B SBM
WIS O3 JBY} 10 UOISSTUINUBW I[BSI[OYM AU® SBM AI9Y) JBY} STYY
WOIF IoJul 0} 9)BINODRUL o PINOM 9T 'Pas[ey ses uonrmdod aaw[s
3 oYM ‘parquop Arvou ses woryerndod padojoo 99d3 oy ‘sieak g
UL ‘snyy, ‘seAe[s ¢g1‘e A[uo YIa paxedumod TETTT ‘098 UT pue ¢ SoA®[s
7697 WM poareduod J9€'8 ‘OFST UL {soa®[s gIT'9 s paredurod
tlqunion) yo S| oY) Ul S90ITAN QI ZCT‘g oTom I} Og8T Uy

;PO{) POYUBY} ‘qnyyses oy 1940 s1oqe] £q 91 J[esIoy 1ysnoq pry oym

B AiZ‘ﬂOHI OH Y213 PUB[I9A0 oy} uo dansodxs wIody parp ays ‘SUBL[IQ
N 0 y

¥ (OP1aE Lfouey, ® se pauysep pue ¢ £Hunoo sy ur uBWOM
L 159Uy, 94} 9q 0} PIBG  'JBF JUAIDYIP © YIIM JOUT Y10 X MAN
u quqom Y yovaa 03 padoy pey oym ‘Airwgy seyjouy  sieziyyed
o ¢ 19130 pur 1yosdq prepy ATl ySnoayy pauwredpal orom Ioje[
3{.12 OGS plos exem ‘umnag Jopeqy o) £q pejeaoo Juo[ ‘uospuowpgy
[m?dplm Ay uorssaosojur [RUOISEIOO A[UO SEA ©I9Y) S20ITAN
o 1480 20 opedaejur 03 axowrry jueprserg uodn parressid
UG ryun pauostadur pur 000°0T¢ JO AUy ® 0} paoudjues ‘(Iea

Butsoor

S Jo aoard v o Sumno uvwysuy ue) paqqowr sem uojLvI(] UIe}

?M“D “uBUDPRY oxZoN v Aq paderjpq usaq pey JuSiy Jo Ieuurw Ay,
1 o) pue sfemvuna o) peanydes Ioures)s pouLIE UB PUE 12)[YS

T




Miner, a white woman from New %.olf driven from place to place
in the city in her attempt to establish a Negro school, finally pur.
chased the entire square between what are now Nineteentl and
Twentieth and M and O Streets. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s donation,
of $1,000 helped her greatly in this wﬁ.&pmm.? and Johns Hopking "
one of the trustees. Her students were insulted and attackeq by
white men along the streets. The buildings were stoned and get
afire. But Miss Miner stood her ground. Using some of theip
leisure time, she and Emily Edmondson (of the famous case of the
_Pearl) warned hoodlums of their mettle by firing pistols at a target
in the yard.

The education of Negroes was frowned upon by the majority of
whites in the District, especially after Nat Turner’s famous uprising.
Negroes paid taxes for the support of white schools, but received no
consideration themselves. Private Negro schools continued to spring
up and no school closed its doors for lack of “scholars.” “In 1860
there were more than 1,200 free colored children in school.

Church was the solace of the free Negroes. Negro Methodism in
the District started in 1820 when a group of free Negroes withdrew
from Ebenezer Church and formed a separate congregation. After
1831 when obvious discrimination started in most of the white
churches, other Negro groups withdrew from congregations. At
St. Johns Church an outside stairway leading to the gallery was
called the “niggers’ backstairs to heaven.” But the Negro members
decided that there must be other ways to get there and left the
church. In 1833 the First Baptist Church. moving { -om Nineteenth
and I Streets NW. to a new edifice which later '.ccame 5 Theater,

instituted segregation. Negro members stayed n ro_Bo. One
feature of the churches was the popularity of Sabbath . - m. among
adults as well as among children because they 1irnished M:MHM:?

the free

fion in the three R's. Taking advantage of every chance,
Negro frequently left Jonah waiting and the Walls of Jericho stand-
ing while he fathomed the mysteries of the alphabet.

The houses in which free Negroes lived ran the gamut from hovels
to commodious homes. The first were remote from slave quarters,
and crouched behind the imposing dwellings of employers, or amﬂo
grouped in hidden alleyways. The homes of the S,mz.mo.m.ov mM_.ﬂ :
tered here and there, were purchased before the law mo_.c:._%:n_ :H_
Negroes to own property was passed, or later in defiance of it. 6._2‘
were some separate communities, especially in Southwest af_m:_:ﬂ
ton, “on the island” (so-called because the Tiber and the old .a__.mﬂs
cut it off from the city). Many free Negroes were poverty strickem
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1 gave point to the proslavery argument of the wretched freed-
Al 1, but with the odds against them, it is surprising that this im-
ma a.H. iched class was not larger. Many, comparatively wealthy,
%Mm d property in such a valuable section as Fifteenth and New
@anw Avenue; many had homes on Sixteenth Street; and a feed
d mw_oﬁ Alfred Lee, purchased the mansion on H Street which had
peen the British Embassy. In 1865, when momvmﬁ.w Q::.mmm. z:.:
Negroes did not own $40,000 worth A.Vm waov.miw% in the whole city, it
was proved that in one square their holdings mmma.omﬁnmm. m».m..mwm.
At the time of the Emancipation Act, Negroes in the District of
Columbia Wwere paying taxes on RiOPU, UG rowthn 6k weak (esiab:

1. FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

In 1862, the year in which slavery was abolished in the District,
president Lincoln authorized the enlisting of Negroes as part of the
Army. Two regiments were soon mustered in from the District and
vicinity, the First organized at Washington in May 1863, and the

Second ‘at Arlington a month later. These regiments served with.

honor at Fair Oaks, Petersburg, Fort Taylor, and in other battles.
It is estimated that the District supplied over 3,000 colored troops of

" the 200,000 in the Union Army. Negro contrabands, male and fe-

male, had earlier crowded to the camps, eager to serve as teamsters
and road builders, laundressesand cooks for “Marse Lincum’s boys.”

As early as 1862 more than 13,000 refugees had collected in Wash-
ington, Alexandria, Hampton, and Norfolk. The Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863 was an added stimulus to Negroes to flee to the
Union lines. Washington, strategically located for slave trading.
now became the favorit® place toward which contrabands headed.
The mustering out of Negro regiments in Washington at the close of
the war further increased their number in the District. Washington
becume a Mecca for Negroes in the next two decades, and in 1880
there were 59,696 in the city and its immediate enVirons. The pro-
portion to the city’s population (about one-third) remained fairly
constant,

The picture therefore is greatly changed from what it had been in
1867, when one-fifth of all owners of real estate had been Negroes.
_H_”,o:-m main the ~.3..=m¢¢m were illiterate and penniless. At their best,
:.owmnvecc? were ::.e:_nge and eager to help 9&58_.48.". at their
e they wro.ie;_. in the words of a w‘mm.:.m: &EEEP. Z.-w—hﬂnm-
?m»_.., ,mrcw.,‘? licentiousness, all the vices which slavery inevitably

._ ors.” They constituted a grave problem for the District. One

497
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proposed way out was colonization. President Lincoln favoreq this
and Congress appropriated funds for transportation to Liberg m_u
Haiti. Several hundred former slaves were shipped to the Islang
of Vache, Haiti. But when their plight became desperate, a vgy..
ship was sent after them. They were settled in Arlington in » place
known as “Freedmen’s Village”, very near a tract left by Georgy
Washington Parke Custis to his colored daughter, Maria Syphay
Appeals were made to encourage Negroes to migrate en masse :W
sections farther north, or to return to the plantations in the Soutl,.
But the majority chose to remain in Washington.

The first contrabands during the war were housed in the old
“Brick Capitol”, on the site of the present Supreme Court Build.
ing. They were then moved to what was Duff Green’s Row, east of
the Capitol. As the flood swept in, McClellan’s Barracks housed
them, and then numerous barracks were built in Washington and
Alexandria. Two hundred tenements were fitted up at Camphell
Hospital. Many Negroes settled in the neighborhoods of the old
forts. The Fort Reno settlement in Tenleytown is one of the last of
these to succumb to fine suburban developments. In the main, how-
ever, philanthropic efforts did not prove equal to the housing short-
age. Real-estate agents flcated a project that resulted in Washing-
ton’s notorious “alley system.” The deep back yards, and even the
front yards provided by L’Enfant’s plan, were found to promise
more alluring rewards than lovely gardens. Lots were divided and
the rear portions sold separately. The fi.s* of the ill-fated alleys,
as the present day Washington knows them, were laid out in 1867
In 1897 there were 333 alleys, inhubited ty approximately Hwboo
people, more than three-fourt. s of them I egro = mrpcwm .oomcsm
as little as $10 proved highly 1. cofitable iny ents, Iere, in these
disease-infested sties, ex-slaves got their fir te oﬂ?a&oﬁ.. And
it is here that, in too large numbers, their chiiw. ... c_:“mz.: still drag
out their lives. .

Negro communities had such suggestive names s Goose Level,
Vinegar Hill, Froggy or Foggy Bottom, Hell's ::::.:: m;.E:voom._@.
and Bloodfield. Cowtown, so-called because, outside of .36 city
proper, cows and hogs and chickens ranged at will on mamd.,.p__ww
and streets, was the present Barry Place. Of a somewhat hig H_S
level were the communities across the Anacostiu: The .Eﬁw. Tills-
dale, Barry Farms (an earlier settlement of race-conscious m_péwm,
Stantonstown, Garfield; those in the northeast al woz_zsn,%ﬁ
Burrville; and Brightwood, in the vicinity of Fort mgé_._m E_a oﬁ
Slocum. Georgetown had its goodly share of oldest inhabitants,
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who sat aloof, gazing with well-bred disdain at the ignorant tres.
passers. O:.::. prosperous Negroes were scattered in almost al] of
the quiet residential sections.

For new arrivals, accustomed chiefly to manual labor in the fields,
there was little employment to be found in a city wwmmosuuws»&w
governmental and residential. Pauperism forced many to eke out a
living by pickings on the dumps. Many took to pilfering. Tt is
hardly a matter of wonder that the rate of crime was high. The
paths of many Negroes led straight from the alley to the workhouse.
Crimes of violence were numerous. In 1891 the superintendent, of
police attributed much of the crime to the neglected state of the Negro
child. Illegitimacy was frequent. Health conditions were wretched.
The death rate in 1891 for Negroes was nearly double that for whites
and both were far too high. The death rate was largely mbﬁ.mnmau
by infant mortality. In spite of all this, Negroes were unwilling to
go to the poorhouse. Perhaps they saw no reason merely to change
addresses.

And yet the grimness of the picture is not without some relief
The Freedmen’s Bureau, missionary organizations, and meﬁoﬂw
themselves with their lodges, churches, and schools, waged a deter-
mined though hard-pressed battle against prejudice, poverty, and
ignorance. The Freedmen’s-Bureau was created by act of Ooﬂni.a%
m: Hmmmw for “relief work, education, regulation of _..,&o_.. and w@m:..:-
istration of justice”, among the freedmen. Major General Oliver
Otis Howard, who had lost an arm at Fair Oaks but had returned
to serve under Sherman and as commander of the Army of Tennes-
see, was named commissioner. Unable to cope successfully, for all
its mm:m:ﬂ efforts, with the problems of destitution and wocmwsm..
:E .y reedmen’s Bureau exerted its greatest influence in the estab-
lishing of Freedmen’s Hospital, Howard University, and a number
of schools for Negroes that eventually became a part of the city
school system. Some of the officials of the Bureau were connected
with the Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Company which contrary
to the opinions of some, was never controlled by Negroes. Thi
tompany did not withstand the contaei flaed Age With
) 3 agion of the Gilded Age. With
._,.m 2”::;:. bank in Washington and 34 branches in the South, it
received in the aggregate deposits amounting to $37,000,000 from
Mso_.c than 70,000 depositors, chiefly Negroes.” It taught valuable
.”,Mmo:w n mr_.w.? but when, following the panic of 1873, the impru-

nee of its investments and the dishonesty of certain directors

w.”;cc; it to close its doors, it taught the freedmen an embittering
vsson,
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Although an act of Congress ruled that Washington and George-
{own should allocate to the trustees of colored schools a proportion-
ate part of all moneys received, the corporation of Washington re.
fused to do this as late as November 1867. After this Negro schools
fared well. The northern missionary associations which had con-
ducted schools in temporary barracks and basements of churches joined
forces. A high school was organized in 1870. One of its frequent
removals found it in Myrtilla Miner’s famous building. Then in
1891, M Street High School was erected. Night schools, privately
maintained for day-time workers, became part of the public-school
system in 1886. George F. T. Cook, son of the militant educator
John F. Cook, was appointed.superintendent of schools in 1868. A
heated contest was waged in 1871 under the leadership of William
H. A. Wormley and William Syphax to remove all restrictions of
color from the public schools, but those opposing segregation were
defeated by whites and some Negroes who fear d that 1ixed schools
would return the issue to local politics, and 1 ‘e death of the
progressing schools.

The old Negro preacher in Georgetown w 7 of the freed
Negro: “Fifteen years after he came out of slavery, what did he do?
Sat down by the River of Babylon and sang, ‘Peace at home sma.
pleasure abroad’; and went to sleep down by the weeping @:oﬂm or

5 ” ) definite, if gradual
95 years”, was overstating the case. .Hroa..@ was s w bors
economic advance. Many made their living as domestics, .E, .%H.u.
cobblers, grocers, dry-goods merchants, artisans, ooigogw,:ﬂvi.
estate operators, hucksters, market vendors, ms_ogw@.owonmm mMsnm nd
keepers. Others inherited property, made ?.nmm.un _M:Sm Mv?__,.aao
became prosperous. Colored firemen were appointe mosoo inco the
basis in 1870; colored policemen have gow on %M. ou_oaom wo:oe.
Metropolitan Police was organized in the sixties. zo_o oalprit h 1
man arrested General Grant for m%moﬁw:w ; whether the
set his people free or not, the law was the law. = ; ot exclu-

At ,wgwser and H Streets stood one of épmw_:mno Mwwmwm:%ozp_ and
sive hotels, catering to family patronage and t mad » Negro. Wm.
diplomatic sets. This was owned and ﬂazamw?s W Negroes found
Wormley, close friend of Charles @:::9.. o of them 13
employment in the Government service, mos

laborers
L 1 to Negro®s
messengers, a few as clerks. Certain no::o& ﬂwqﬂmmgmww ¢ tho Treas
such as the positions of the fourth Auditor, the m:.::. 00SINg profes:
ury, and the Recorder of Deeds. There sgmmamwaoro_.m. Professor
mmos,& class of doctors, lawyers, ?.mpogwm.w a:%uom of
were ubiquitous, professors of music, of the ’
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of algebra, and of vo:-:u:m.r:u. The title is not so comic when one
recalls how rarely a Negro is granted the title “Mister.”

Though politically well informed and articulate, th

Washington in this period exerted little force.
suffrage was mﬁ.o@n away by the disfranchisement of the District in

1874, an act which was definitely influenced by the fact that Negroes -
comprised one-fourth of the population. Political figures among
them, however, were numerous. There were over a score of Congress-
men, many msnm_:mﬁ.n and able. Those whose imprint was Eomm last-
ing upon Negro history were Robert Brown Elliott, John M. Lanes-
ton, and John R. Lynch, who later corrected many of Rhodes’ m:-
accuracies in reconstruction history. Representative Ransier caused
a commotion during one session while John T. Harris of Vir-
ginia was declaiming: “And I say that there is not one gentleman
upon this floor who can honestly say that he really believes that the
Mo_oamm man is created his equal.” Ransier interrupted with a casual
Lean.” Later, Ransier, listening to a Negro-baiter who insisted that
the Civil Rights Bill meant that Negroes would absorb the whites
wgSm with suavity that “If we are powerful, we know how to va,
wﬁﬁm_:.: Negro Senators were Hiram R. Revels and Blanche Kelso
SM:»M., Wo_ﬁr.o». .H,Ewm.mwmmvvw.. P. B. S. Pinchback, after a picaresque
Pransic zO S.HMM_S:W in the lieutenant governorship of Louisiana, and
g Jar omﬂs.? State treasurer of mocmr Carolina, were prominent
gt ~m.m inally there ‘was Frederick Douglass, justly famed
P Hwy.:ﬂ . .M::._m?a.m_.uq orator, ?3,,. .,vr:dri and Recorder of Deeds
Istrict, and Minister to Haiti, who spent his last years in the

old Vayp Hook Mansion on Cedar Hill,

Th . .
uoc%:mwwwcwrgs Party®was favored in these years. Frederick

o S ;,w.ﬁimEo:? ,M‘Hro .w.mwcccoz: Party is the ship, all else
Secong H,wzﬁw.m « held axiomatic to such a degree, that when at the
Cratg *o:om, _MH Lyceum 3 free forum) a paper endorsing the Demo-
55@357 o, o:m.m_”woﬁ_:@ the Republicans, the audience hissed;
of HS;Q.V C&& 1t mo:E.,v. play”; and the chairman was accused
55:% 9_~.m.::o=tc=w.=%::wa the entire Negro race. The most
E_zmgztm ttical campaigns were contests for delegates to the Re-
Cluy, anq ational Convention. The Blaine Invincible Republican
mﬂszuoa the W. Calvin Chase Republican Club were elaborately
8o Dy, The Cleveland administration, however, left not a few
. 5.559,96 In 1ts wake.
05@ fust; Y years after the Civil War, Washington was said, with
*zfgg.. to have “the most distinguished and brilliant assemblage
S8 N the world.,” The Evcgzousgm:ﬁpgﬁgn::::_
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societies such as the maco:m .Hwu._:MMoWWc.m:_wwrwrwwwmww_ﬂmmmmw
Lyceum, and the Hwﬁ.,::w_ Literary y e National Neg
Academy had upon its rosters such scholars as W. E. << . A
of -Atlanta, the Grimke brothers, W. S. Scarborough, J .H H.. H.MB-
well, and Kelly Miller. At Szm close of the century H.Em . sz.wmww
Dunbar, best-known Negro writer, :Sﬁ here. From Hr o
he was assistant to another Negro, Daniel Murray, Sro@ eld a mww-
place in the Congressional Library. Dunbar ﬁu.og an mEMm H.ﬁ::
ings of his poetry, reciting with gusto wm the H.,%G.o. %ﬂ”&w .H. il
Zmlo: Cook, similarly &m::mﬁmro&. in music Nof: rato =
Dunbar in such musical shows as m Neﬁﬂ:ﬁm\. and w ,o MMMN“ Mm&sm
umber of years a resident o ashingioi r% .
meuo =m€mvm%m~.m of the period, W. OmmS: m;mup . @Mﬁ@«mﬂoﬂﬂﬂ
e et mS:m:w m:m“u . Hw..OHoAWMMw de \‘Mﬁw&noﬁ\mﬁmsm, because
le as indices to socla , : .
MM Hﬁﬂ“MMwMMo:& Lighly personal combats between the o&wﬂwm,. et
Despite the destitution and the earnest fight to keep : M mmm_.,%m.
i -as still a social life for some Washingto 4 :
oot el i 11 as “mutually benevolent. Con
e JME oo:ﬁmw\ Ehmmww_oﬂm uwwmjm Washington their gewoow.
renti of elders an ) b hos-
M.M:MWM. encampments mz. Washington gave oMmMMMmmMNw%ﬂwsn b
itality. The Emancipation .Up% ceremonies hy o val fac-
5 lar turnouts, until rivalries terminated them. e
Fons, aed b Wnommmmzn Cleveland to reconcile ahoﬁ ms o ove
porsised in holding parades with br B et survive (18 contre
™ : e celebration di off-
o wﬁEH@ Mﬂﬂ%mm”w_mwwu Negroes, held on March 5 m.m”wmwﬂm._a.
:.m:wm. :w:u likewise causes for dissension between W:: PR 6 oo
m_& ball, were ¢ Newro Washington. Other balls E.mm.nw Miom, ad
e ~.ov$mma ao%nw_ in the dozens of rOn&mN v:&okz he 1iv It
::Eono:moﬂws woﬁom and clubs had frequent oxﬁcnmaom,ﬂ %a o a flam
Mammmgz,wm:, Notley Hall, and Chapel woﬂ_.a.@m ere Wit
wwvﬁ:ﬁ sporting life; political EMEEJoM :Mr“”?o
visitor like Peter Jackson, rﬁiwéﬁw. o s OF
against whom John L. Sullivan drew the o.ou ylor, anpi”
ted Negro jockey of the eightics. Majo 11 title an d, in sp
ool d bicycle racer of the world”, defende e Coliseun®
oo_wz.\_ _m% defeated all comers at the old ﬁpmrEm: Jessee Of
Omwm_oww :u“m Civil War the elder Joseph QQM.MMHVE. to change '
Washington Theater, had petitioned ﬁrc%_e%om—cﬁ. audien
curfew law, as it affected “a Nmmpe propor _JMS%%. .
[Negro] caste” and lessened his box-office r
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drama persisted into the period under consideration.
very popular. A Negro opera company founded in 1872 gave sev-
eral performances at Ford’s Theater. Williams and Walker and
Cole and Johnson, “in the brightest chony offering, .1 7'ip to Coou-
town”, were viewed by Washington Negroes with only occasional
disputes with the theater management over the sale of orchestra
tickets. Sissieretta Jones, “Black Patti”, sang in 1892 for President
Harrison’s White House reception; she returned in 1900 with

her
troubadours in 7T'he Essence of Ole Virginny. The bi

ggest musical
event in years was the first all-colored oratorio, Emmanuel, directed

by Prof. J. Henry Lewis. He was versatile enough to train a
chorus of 70 for ¥A Mammoth Cake Walk and Jubilee Entertain-
ment in Convention Hall.” The Fisk Jubilee Singers and other
school choruses sang in Washington to raise funds for their institu-
tions. Some musical organizations were the Dvorik Musical As-

sociation, the Amphion Glee Club, the Washington Permanent
Chorus, and the Georgetown Musical Association,

Musicals were

II1. THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The first decade of the twentieth centy

solidation of some of the gains and a loss of others. Negro leaders,
attracted by the period’s visions_of veform, turned more hopefully
to the “race problem.” TIn 1903 at Lincoln Temple Congregational
Church there was a conference on “How to Solve the Race Problem.”
m.:.mnmw?; solutions were the setting up of a forty-ninth state, the con-
ciliatory gradualism of Booker T, Washington, and the demanding of
ful) citizenship rights. Tt wi urged that a “Commission to Consider

%Hursmmom:,o»f:ﬁ,mn:: wznomu_dzzsz

ry was marked by a con-

Evey

8ress, and g “Per
leny»

be appointed by Con-
manent Commission on the American Race Prob-
was set up. Many of the militant members of the conference,
_m::.h:% to be satisfied with commissions and committees, later joined
%2%. with liberal movements which in 1910 culminated in the Na-
‘nal Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
zﬁ::. America’s entry into the World War, advice came from
amﬂd leadership to forget grievances and close runks for the w,_ﬁ_o
Ths Hm_..:x._..:.,,.. In ﬁ.zu.__._:n.cz :.:m was m...:_z_u.:_m:es:w.. _5.._._“.,_.
hug .:.mo. Separate Battalion, the ) egro National Guard unit, which
o Previously served on the Mexican border, was called upon to
ﬂs.& j»_.v._:_z.....c:. This battalion was the .m_wn in the Um.ﬁw_z _p,.“
W Mistored to war m:...:.n:r Its commanding .oBeE.. Mauj. Jumes
==§.. was the first District officer to die in the line of duty. When
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the Three Hundred and Seventy-second Regiment was formed, the
First Separate Battalion was included. Overseas this regiment was
brigaded with the “Red Hand” Division of the French Army. Of
nearly 600 Washington Negroes in the outfit, more than 200 were
wounded and 33 killed. One of the first to fall fatally wounded
was Private Kenneth Lewis, a mere youngster, just out of the high-
school cadet corps. He was awarded tl > ¢ /aille Militaire. A
score of Washingtonians received the (¢ de Guerre, and the
Three Hundred and Seventy-second Reg 1d its colors deco-
rated with the Croiz de Guerre and palm 1. .ustinguished service.
In October 1917 Emmett J. Scott was ap; ointed by Newton Baker
as Special Assistant to the Secretary of War, in order to promote
“g healthy morale among Negro soldiers and civilians.” Attempts
were made in his office to iron out cases of discrimination and in-
justice. A campaign was zealously initiated to obtain a separate
training camp for Negro officers, since no Negro, regardless of quali-
fications, was permitted to enter the other camps. The spearhead of
this movement was found in the newly established office and at
Howard University. After much hesitation, mcwrowim.ao: of &
camp at Des Moines, Iowa, came on May 19, 1917. Tt is cﬁ.gww
more than a coincidence that four days earlier, Henry J ohnson szm
Needham Roberts, enlisted Negroes of the Fifteenth New York, EJ
performed feats of valor for which they were later cited by Qo%m%
Pershing. From Des Moines 700 commissioned oaooam were mm:gpsm
the majority to serve in the Ninety-second Combat .U::m_o:. .
were Washingtonians and of these several were cited for mgs i
especially in the Argonne offensive. Over 5,000 Negroes %o_mz&
District came into service through the operation of the selective Ress®
law. World War veterans were organized in_the nr:wom f the
Europe Post No. 5, and the James E. Walker Post No. 26 0
American Legion. . ]
The hopes wagmmmm “that the American people will Ua.mﬁmm_m%m
more and more to remove such handicaps and to right msn: Ew e
as we now struggle against after the settlement of this m_uo”‘:— tho
gency which now faces our common country” S:.W:wm ‘F:._W Lo
post-war years. A bloody riot had taken place H:..‘F:me .:,w.m.
during the war; on July 19, 1919, the Washington riot mg._g ol
flammatory headlines announced a wave of _..m"._._:-:m on ,,.__‘_ .
by Negroes; several of these earlier publicized attacks s.om
to be false, and later ones were definitely invented as whip
mob. A number of white soldiers, sailors, and :.EE:% vZom_é
to southwest Washington and beat up several innocent
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w‘an_.:ﬁ.m retaliated and beat up several innocent whites, Street fizht-
wﬁ:m vas m.ﬁ.nﬁ if sporadic. On July 21 a newspaper n::c::%ﬂ; @
/“_ewmﬂﬂuhwmwmzowW:M,.m.m.,.“:‘:::ﬂ”.o service _:.:.:. mﬁ_“:._c:mﬁ_ w.: or near

hi : . o s purpose 1s a clean-up.” Negroes
mobilized likewise, alley dwellers and most respectable d:nmroﬂnanao
by side, and there was no clean-up. The bitter resistance of »/,mc.,qw@u.‘
the calling out of regular troops (officially this time), and mq:::..
storm helped the authorities to disperse the mobs. A ,ix:. later, a
Negro charged with murder confessed to the attacks for which two
Negroes (positively identified by the women in the cases) were serv-
ing undeserved long-term sentences in penitentiaries.

The great forces opposed to the Negro, however, were not mobs
that could be stopped at a brick barricade at Seventh and M Streets.
‘E.:wmm were, as they have always been, poverty, ignorance, disease, and
crime. The extensive migration from the South, accelerated in the
years of the war because of the cutting off of European immigration,
the Q.mamsm for industrial labor-in the North and Midwest, and a
W«SQEM resentment at conditions in the South, stranded many
.,»/mm:.vmm in Washington. Other cities were prepared for the mass
Imvasion of industry, but Washington, even though it was growing

-
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by leaps and bounds, had little work for the newcomers to
was an aggravation of the post-Civil War problems of housiy
health, and employment. At the collapse of the boom period meaom,
preferred the word “panic”, depression being what ero%‘rmm. oM
perienced in the days of “prosperity.”

Negroes of Washington total 27 percent of the population, At
one time as many as 4 .czﬂ of 10 were unemployed. Over 70 per-
cent of the H.m:.om cases In 1935 were Negro, almost in inverse ratio
to the racial distribution of the population. Many of these unem.
ployed live in the 200 alleys which remain in the slum sections of
Washington. An Alley Dwelling Elimination Act was enacted June
12, 1934, contemplating the riddance of inhabited alleys before J uly
1,1944. Until then it is likely that these alley dwellings, for which
exorbitant rents are charged, will continue to breed vice, crime, and
disease.

Negroes who are able to make a living do so generally in domestic
and personal service, and in manufacturing and mechanical pursuits
(generally unskilled labor). A large number are in various de-
partments under Civil Service; only a few of them, in spite of
their, capabilities, ranking as clerks or forem n. About 4,000 are
listed in trade, and about 3,500 in th~ professions. The New Negro
Alliance was founded in 1933 to demand equal wo o opportunity
for Negroes in Negro areas.  One of its slogans is 't Buy 15.5.@
You Can’t Work.” But in spite of its picketing ana boycotting,
there has been no large gain in jobs. The struggling Negro business

do. There

concerns cannot furnish much employment. Regardless of qualifica- .

tion, the Negro worker meets with mmm::o.%moiﬁmspac:. Many
American Federation of Labor unions excluac him; even more 9.::
the white worker, he remains poorly led and c:ownmamcm. The Joint
Committee on National Recovery, with headquarters in ﬁwmm.r_:maﬁ:
jas active in focussing attention upon and fighting Nation-wide
discrimination against, and exploitation of, Negroes. ) -
Many of the slum streets are close seconds to the alleys n Mﬁwmm om
and a mushroom shanty-town at Marshall Heights on the oﬁnmr HWS_.m:
the city is much like the camp of the bonus-marchers, with ﬁﬂm @Hu_dm.
made out of pieces of tin, cast-off lumber .E& beaverboar: .é.:mmos
perous Negroes live in all sections of the city and Zwmwo ex} -
into areas of better homes has been bitterly, and at times .==mM“:M=m
lously, contested. “Covenants” to bar Negroes from oS.Sm:Hmwze the
were upheld by the Supreme Court in the Curtis ozwe.m g
“covenant”, while a powerful weapon, frequently cuts o.  rated
During this century the fastnesses of Le Droit Park were pen
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and transformed to a Negro section. Newer additions to Deanwood
.nd Burrville in the northeast are Kingman Park, Capitol View,
and De Priest Village, pleasing, well designed communities for the— -
Negro middle class. Langston Terrace was sponsored by the Public
Works Administration to afford better housing for Negro familiea
of low income. The bulk of the Negro population, however, is still
in the northwest, where the Negro business area is located. -
The health situation resulting from the crowded slums is a grave
menace. Only one city in the United States has a higher death rate
from tuberculosis than Washington ; over half of the tubercular cases
in 1935 were Negroes. Other forces playing havoc are infant mor-
tality, social diseases, accidents in the home, and disintegrated home
life. Negro patients are received in segregated wards at most of
the hospitals, while some of the hospitals afford clinic service only.
Freedmen’s Hospital, founded by the Freedmen’s Bureau and sup-
ported by the Department of the Interior, is the Negro general hos-
pital. Its facilities are utilized by the Howard University Medical
School. There are also private hospitals conducted by leading sur-
geons of the race. Although in comparison with the rest of the coun-
try. Washington has a heavy concentration of medical practitioners,
the number is still not large enough to cope with the health prob-
lem. Recognition of the socio-economic causes of the high mortality
rate is becoming more apparent in recent surveys and their resultant

recommendations. !

Crime is correspondingly high; areas found to be dense in disease
are classed in police reports as dense in crime. Some alleys are
:H.ﬂo man’s land” for any stranger, Negro or white. Knives flash and
Pistols bark to terminage crap games and domestic brawls. Rasped
nerves and short ugly tempers are not soothed by the heavy drinking
of liquor which is as likely to be “canned heat” as corn whisky. Ef-
forts of the police to ferret out crime are not helped by the furtive-
hess of the alley dwellers, who consider “John Law” to be their
hatural enemy—with good reason, at times, in light of police bru-
tality. The “numbers” game, an American form of gambling, is pop-
War in the alleys as it is on the avenues. The money that dribbles
IWay to the number “baron” and “runner” could well be used for
g.gm. milk, and shoes, but these poor people look upon the number
slip as a magic sesame to momentary affluence.

Agencies struggling to imvrove these conditions are few in number
“ud lack money. The Twelfth Street Branch Y. M. C. A, erected
1912 in Hell’s Bottom, has its boys’ clubs and summer camp, Camp
5,&;:5:“ fosters dramatics, athletics, and forums: and attempts
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to aid employment. The Phyllis Wheatley Y. W.C.A., founded
in 1905, aims at similar community service for women and girls,
with Camp Clarissa Scott operating in the summer months. The
Department of Playgrounds is coming to recognize the needs of this
fourth of the city’s population. Important playgrounds are the
one at the historic Barry Farms, the Howard Playground, the Cardoza
Playground, the Willow Tree Playground, Lincoln Playground, and
the new Banneker Center. The 30 others are as crowded and active,
and all are important. Community centers and settlement houses
have programs of wide variety. In all of these, the paid Negro per-
sonnel is too small, and still underpaid.

Some other agencies in social welfare are the Washington Corps
No. 2 of the Salvation Army and the fraternal organizations which
launch occasional programs for civic betterment. Although the
Police Boys’ Clubs date back to 1933, pluns for the inclusion of Negro
boys in the surmised benefits are still in ' he making. The first lesson
in civics for these boys seems to be their segregated status.

Athletics are, of course, popular. In the earlier years there was a
strong governmental baseball league as vell s mary sand-lot teams.
The present Washington Elite Gian‘c indi-enous like the old
popular Le Droit Tigers, are su~ce in t.e National Negro
League and therefore in good favor. Agamst such teams as the
Pittsburgh Crawfords, the New %ork Black Yankees, the Home-
stead Grays, they put on <olorful shows in the Griffith Stadium.
Local basketball teams have become nationally known. Howard
University and Miner Teachers Coliege have heavy schedules in foot-

hall and basketball against many of the best Negro collegiate teams;

and the high schools are bitter athletic rivals. There are ?3:2%
tracl meets. Jesse Owens gave exhibitions at one of these. This
was his only possible performance in Washington, as white mo:omém
in the District do not allow Negroes to participate in their open
meets. Tennis enthusiasts in Washington had a great deal to do with
{he founding of the American Tennis Association. S‘nmz.:mnos w_sw
had many Negro tennis champions, but with ﬁ.ro paucity om. _Mha
courts, public and private, tennis for a time declined. ~Negroes :.e
in the District on “all-Negro cards.” Negro golfers have only A.V=<
inadequate golf course in the city. In spite of this, golf is increasing
in popularity. . e
%uwzm; :u“.o the most numerous of the churchgoers in Epmr_____m.
ton : second to them are the Methodists, divided into several brant o
‘I'here are churches of other denominations together with :::%. ol
dependent store-front churches. The churches frequently have
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cated names, because of “splitting,”

population. Famous preachers of th y
erend George Lee, whose pulpit wo”qmnm“_“w oﬂwhh”wum“q mﬂa Z,m wmq
vast w..__:mv and the scholarly Reverend Walter Brooks ..m&o il
Hﬂa.gﬁm Grimke. “Black Billy Sunday,” the Reve »M (ieverend
SJ:E.::wm, combined the resources of southern cam . P.?uwn@m_. \
the tricks of his model. But even more mvoo?n:_ww vEMMEwmw e
Mwwm.mmam of Elder Solomon Lightfoot Michaux and wmmroo aUm: nrw
race. The first of these, whose “Happy Am I” cho e
are broadcast over Station WJ SV, preaches to owoﬁmwzmw mmm P
Avenue .amvmazmamu with seats reserved for dele wzos amﬁmo_..ms
.HwEE. Michaux has experimented with ooSE:bw_wgam%Sm .ﬁ”“”_mm.
“Mw WMMMMQH“”M@:w uauzmmm m:OQ:?OoE Cafe founded for him ﬂw wam.
. addy” Grace, whose churches have i
WMM W&M“M%o .%ﬁ%cwnmmomm.wrww set up a House of HVQVMHMVM %.MMH
. Store-fro 1 i
crudely .?»8.8& signs- their ::MMA,M.M”HM mwzw.nw“..s“wwhmwwcnu ﬂ:.r
_Enma.e simcerity. In one backward section a little church gi .
to noisy rousements and sing-song “gravy-giving” sermo g s gt
bor to a chapel of quiet, dignified services, Mmm»o_,& by a %Meﬁg Mo_mrm
mwm”o_plw man who, 41255.. reaching a wide m:&muom., has _mMnM %am
u %M%m upon the community. That is a familiar contrast in 9@
ch H._m@ of Washington, and the less spectacular 1 .
Mgmm_n. with ai.wn authority are not to be ::mmnannﬁ.wun —ﬁnﬂrc
vmwﬂ_mwoﬂmﬁwm%ﬂ Chapel at Howard University attracts mem of MM
ity S M w " M.“_W«NH&MM mo»H %onz» Taces, and the Howard Univer-
elig rain a grady ini
mmWwMomeM Er:n:mﬁ:% backward aos&:wyz Om.ﬁmmnn“_wm—“wwﬂsh ’
) M_.”o.a HW ..mmm.m:,cooboo appropriated in 1936 to the public
Qv 1 _~v ri®t of Columbia, approximately one-third was
e wEm;oo_ -”o co _ogm schools.  Education for me._dom in the Dis-
oty S o ¢ & long way from the first school founded by illit-
e aves to :—.a teachers’ college, 3 senior high schools, 2
cational schools, 6 junior high schools, and 40 o_aEmﬂSZ. ma__oo_m.“

wi o
th 1,004 teachers and 35.739 students. These schools are under the

direct] A
rection of Garnet C. Wilkinson, First Assistant Superintendent, di-

Visi

W:Sﬂ%wmmaw_w > ..H/,.o other Negroes serve as second assistant super-

tiong] .:o.u&ﬁa% 1s & Negro examining board and there is propor-

Unusually :.e_w ”;v on the Board of Education. The teaching force is

Salaries of (] ,~ J.EZ& and the salaries are on the same scale as the

ust, st e .: Nte 8&&.2% The fact of segregation, however,
still be reckoned with. The theory of equal, though separate,
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or because of the shifting of
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accommodations breaks down into the fact of unequal facilities and
equipment. Negro high schools are badly overcrowded and too often,
instead of new structures, school buildings abandoned by whites are
used for Negroes,

Howard University, called by some the “capstone of Negro educa-
tion”, is for the first time headed by a Negro, Dr. Mordecai W. John-
son. Under President Eugene Clark, Miner Teachers College, in
spite of its youth, has received high rank from accrediting agencies.
Frelinghuysen University, with Mrs. Anna J. C oper as president,
gives college instruction to students who must a end ‘ight classes.
Miss Nannie Burroughs is the founder of the sonal Training
School for Women and Girls, the schooi of the t B’s: the Bible,
the Bath, and the Broom, called the “nickel and dime school” because
it depended for support almost wholly on contributicns from Ne-
groes who could not afford to give more.

Because of these universities there are many Negroee of ability in
the humanities, and the social and natural sciences. Frequently their
influence is greater than academic. At Howard University the Jour-
nal of Negro Education is ably edited. Carter G. Woodson edits the
pioneering Journal of Negro History and directs the Association for
the Study of Negro Life and History in this city. The weekly Afro-
American, with a Washington edition, and the semiweekly Washing-
ton 7Tribune are the city’s Negro newspapers, both tending to develop
race consciousness.

These give some point to the boast of Washington’s “cultural mm._
premacy” among Negroes, but the boast is not too well founded.
There is little literature even- attempting to do justice 8.&5 mwoaﬁ
of Negro life in Washington. There have been literary circles wit
a few poets, dramatists, and writers of fiction. The Little Hroanﬁ.”
movement, initiated among Negroes by Alain Locke, o.&eom of a8
New Negro, and Montgomery Gregory at Howard University,
only partially succeeded.

Hﬂ ﬂwow :v.“w British Negro composer, Samuel Oo_mla_ha.ﬂsw _oﬂ
sponsored by a society named in his honor, conducted in <<wmr§m“M.
the first American performance of his /éiawatha trilogy. Other J:o:
cal organizations of the century were the Clef Club and the Amp will
Glee Club. The Washington Folk-Song Singers, directed by et
Marion Cook, presented as soloists Ahbie Mitchell, Lottio SA_:_ The
and Harry T. Burleigh, all later to become widely fame m_ a8
Washington Conservatory, under Mrs: Harriet Gibbs Marsha _.i in
an important factor in musical education. Roland m__wam m__emccm.
Washington churches on his long, uphill road, Lillian Evun®
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later known in opera as Madame Evanti, was one of Washinaton®
,«.d:-wsoiz solcists.  Of national popularity is the Howard _Mnmw:v,
sity Glee Club under the direction of Roy W. Tibbs and T &:W»m.-
can.  The latter carried the role of “Porgy” in Gershwin’s %S. J :_m
Bess. . >Eo~._m jazz composers and orchestra leaders there E.%%M”m
Www.mr_:mﬁo:_m:ww chief among these are Claude Hopkins and chw
%&M%MEU who has as one of his “hot” numbers, The Washington
. .\:nron‘mr politically voluble, Negroes in Washington are still po

litically ineffectual. The hey-day of important political figures _m,vmm
passed. Oscar De Priest, Republican Congressman from Illinois
was followed by Arthur Mitchell, Democratic Congressman from :z
same State. There are still staunch Republicans and a Young Re-
W:U:om: Club, and some of the old school have espoused the Liberty
/ummm:mm vsm there are many Democrats as well. The nuniber of
Negro appointees to m.gEm:mm:.w:qm posts in the New Deal, while bv
wwmh”mmm_mgummn:mnm,. Is greater than in previous administrations.
&m%wmwnmol mm@.mvvm::gmww are Washingtonians. Although polirical
- Mm. may still stir the somnolence of barber shops, or break
?w:oEm ships quadrennially, and although job-seekers abound. dis-
el mmmm”%ﬂ makes most of the Negroes politically apathetic.
e 022 mm.s civie =.~§:G.. Civic organizations bringing griev-
i:::.; o onﬂ S_mnmz ﬁ.;w-mg:e courtesy by municipal authorities:
alism g ¢ ﬁw«o they have little redress. There i< a growing liber-
of w..c.sm,.. egroes ﬁ.ro.::mﬁ.mgzz their plight, but the urging
o 1 ,Mco_cmsvm as the Z.::ow:: Negro Congress and the N. A. A.
255:. Mom Moo.m:””e_w.” .:i: nertia and ac:,».:mmo.-.. Segregation in
ec:<m<=wo . ;.aeoﬁ?; fact. Public buildings and public
,veyances are not segregated, although on every southbound train
ed.”™  Negroes are not served in res-

Wp ..,.n..”.c F.mmc:wi...w are “jim-crow

ac::_m”.“_ab Hﬂ_ﬂwﬂ, M..o.g__m, movie-houses, and theaters, except those
Somg :c,,,E.:_,:zw Mz __.e:.” Sote stores will not necept their :..E_F
in zc_ﬂ. Viser Hul “departments have separate accommodations,

on mc discriminate in the type of work offered to Newroes.

.f.::su mmow_wy ﬁ,‘.._.w_:.«m better founded than those of culture or civic
in ?_w_ _:E:. *.:.v ::Eo::ZoE.caw have a cood time. Dances :._.:no
:a..m_::.:e:.a.< _M“._s. .:_:, house .w:::..z: to the “bals _:_Z:am, of
Speak om, Ne, :.c_ﬁ_.w,— .._M.:. .:Z..,.n_d 400.” mmx.mz_ me.”:x,m z.:.g_.___n_w
rg _?Lo: ) J__ ! 5-_.5 an” with no wx,:wa of incongruity. Social clubs
z::_zmzv ke ..._ __w:_wmooﬁ_;f?ﬁ ¢ Club (composed of ex-Howard
_,._:.c..m:om, p._.:_s._u. ol ) nown for intensive hilarity, Though college
, raternities seem to be awakening to social realities,
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their lavish “formals” are still the most important events on their
schedules. Washington Negroes are great “joiners”; the largest
orders are the Elks, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, and the
Masons, but some with an ancient history like “Love and Charity”
linger on. The Musolit Club and the Capital City Pleasure Club
have large memberships.

The movie-houses attract great crowds of Negroes. Of the chain
theaters owned by the Lichtmans, three are located on U Street, the
thoroughfare of Negro businesses and pleasure-seekers. The Howard
Theater, something of a theatrical institution, affording both movies
and fast-stepping, high-hearted shows, attracts an audience of both
races. Poolrooms, short-lived cabarets, beer gardens, and eating
places, from fried-fish “joints”, barbecue, and hamburger stands to
better-class restaurants, do an apparent!: thriving husiness. And

yet, when the outsider stands upon U = “eet in {re early hours
of the evening and watches the crowds go by, e out in
finery, with jests upon their lips—this one rushing > poolroom,

this one seeking escape with Hoot Gibson, another to ~erself in

Hollywood glamor, another in one of the many da e halls—he is
likely to be unaware, as these people_momentarily are, of aspects
of life in Washington of graver import to the darker one-fourth.
This vivacity, this gayety, may mask for a while, but the more
drastic realities are omnipresent. Around the corner there may be
a squalid slum with people jobless and desperate; the alert youngster,
capable and well trained, may find on the morrow all employment
closed to him. The Negro of Washington hasno voice in government,
bed, and segregated nearly as rigidly as m
He may blind himself with pleas-
ure seeking, with a specious self-sufficiency, he may point with pride
to the record of achievement over grave odds. But just as the past
was not without its honor, so the present is not without bitterness.
In spite of the widespread segregation of the Negro in the District
of Columbia, his story as told here has not concerned him solely:
From the outset, white humanitarians have protested his @:m_m,‘oawbn
and abuse, and farsighted statesmen have worked toward his 11
tegration in the total pattern. His schooling resulted from coopers-
tion between Negroes and whites. Interracial organizations have
worked toward an abolition of the injustices he faces. QOAS.:.
mental and municipal agencies have attempted to deal out to him @
measure of what is his due. Today he is no longer asking, if he ever
asked, to be considered as a ward. Ile asks to be considered as #
citizen. But fulfillment of this hope seems still desperately remote:

is economically proscri
the southern cities he contemns.
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The Negro has been donor ipi
cannot be :m::mm to those owmqu“w»ﬂmoﬂo“mwmuw
Mwwﬂmowmvwr?m. character would insist. Many of the oldest jphah:
o om mo;W SWO rﬁ.:wm: »o.g Negroes, and many Mwawmr .y
e wmma oowr of o:.ummzmr% as honorable as any. OEEHM_Q,
received, has mw.““o aovmdww and, in spite of its being grudgin W,

nmunmmmm:m Mm on much.  No city can afford to disdain the S.mﬁm !
%ﬂ e s of the Negro In music, drama, literature, and the iy
s olars concentrated in Washington have a mE,smo: 5.8..

an that of Negro scholars. They are American scholars r%gs_
m,wb to be Negroes, and Washington and America have :8&8 ao =1y

e Negro professional class of Washington, limited So »7@.5.
MM%M@&WWNHO‘MW %%E Mobnmcﬁo greatly to the advance MMEMH

3 o i )
contribution is held Mm owmﬁw MW:MMMWMMMM@JSEa A B gemier
. Hﬂwﬂﬂmmwmamﬂommmﬁwﬂa:. of the color-line in the District grave con-
S hances e. :om:.o:m:%, mo@um.ﬂﬁ?: means the maintenance
al system—expensive not only in dollars and cents but also in

. His contributions
1ner, as those wl

its indoctrination of white children with a belief in their superiority -

mmwawwmw ow_:&.g. with a belief in their inferiority, both equally
romw.gm Zoqg i Tt 5 vm:mw.mm by many that the determination to
i Ummgmﬂm _“m his Ewoo. has lessened the agitation for suffrage
unemplo om ct. X co:oE_oz.:.%\. the presence of a e mumber of
~.m8m<mmw“ HMosm.E:Sm a critical relief problem; the low rate of pay
i S.mw egro workers lowers the standard of living and threat-
are ??~.mm%..==~o= movement. Socially, the effects of Negro ghettos
border city - 1 e cannot segregate disease and crime. In this
democrac w“;mw._: ASER, _M SO many respects, there is a denial of
vz_mmo:,ww“.om e .rE\ critical and at times flagrant. Social com-
Fuimess inty ooy Who would naturally be on the side of civie
Hlelen o 1 m.~.o~5. essness ::.& indifference. Washington has made

Ps 1 the direction of justice, but many steps remain to be taken

for the sake of tl DLV
ﬁwzwrm:m”o:. 10 underprivileged and for the sake of a greater
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